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April 20, 2004

REVERSE OSMOSIS WATER PURIFICATION UNIT (ROWPU) RODEO
Yongsan Garrison, Republic of Korea – 501st Corps Support Group (Forward) is sponsoring the 8th (US) Army SGM John C. Marigliano Award of Excellence competition, 18 thru 23 of April within Area I.

The goal of the competition is to improve and highlight water team proficiency and to select the best-qualified team to represent 8th (US) Army for the Department of the Army (DA) level SGN John C. Marigliano Award of Excellence competition.  Units identified to participate are 305th Quartermaster (QM) Company, 194th Maintenance Battalion, and 702nd Maintenance Support Battalion.

Units supporting this event regularly utilize this training in real world support missions. They were called upon last July when Typhoon Maemi caused flooding on the Yongsan Garrison.  The 305th QM Company extracted floodwaters from both the Moyer Recreation and Bowling Center.  Another water support unit, 194th Maintenance Battalion, responded to a be prepared mission to assist the Pusan area with water purification for the region’s inhabitants.  Although not employed, the 194th Maintenance Battalion was mission ready.

Teams participating in this competition will be expected conduct reconnaissance for viable water resource sites and then execute purification operations.  The intent of the training is to execute a professional competition between 8th Army water units that will prove to both improve team proficiency and select a team to represent 8th Army at the Army level. Training is the major task while meeting the key objectives of demanding realistic training and building esprit-de-corps.
The concept of the ROWPU (Reverse Osmosis Water Purification Unit) Rodeo (Regulated On-Site Demonstrated Efficiency Objective) was first developed in 1998 by the commander of the 196th Quartermaster Company (CPT Warren W. Dewey) and Mr. Richard Long (FORSCOM Petroleum and Water Manager) at Fort Campbell, Kentucky. The intent was to provide the soldiers of the water community an opportunity to train up and compete in major water training events.

The idea originated from ROWPU lanes training that CPT Dewey wanted to conduct for his unit. The ROWPU lane training would be used as a tool to assess his unit’s readiness while promoting competition between ROWPU teams. To be effective the ROWPU lanes had to emulate the tasks a ROWPU team could expect to perform on a major deployment.
The idea for the ROWPU lane training was presented to Mr. Long during an environmental demonstration that was conducted at Fort Campbell, Kentucky. Mr. Long felt that all water units could benefit from the ROWPU training and requested that events be expanded to other FORSCOM water teams. The competition is now in its seventh year and has been re-named the SGM John C. Marigliano Award of Excellence in honor of SGM (RET) John C. Marigliano.
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