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                               April 13, 2004

Clarification on Chief of Staff of the Army GEN. Peter J. Schoomaker’s Comments Concerning the U.S. Army in Korea.

Yongsan Garrison, Republic of Korea – Comments concerning plans to limit tours for U.S. Army Soldiers stationed in the Republic of Korea to six-months are not accurate.  

Gen. Peter J. Schoomaker, Chief of Staff, United States Army made comments at an editorial roundtable in Washington, D.C. earlier this week that have been taken out of context.

At the editorial round table, Gen. Schoomaker indicated his intent to stabilize the force.  He further indicated that he would explore alternatives to the individual replacement system whereby soldiers would deploy with their units for periods of approximately six months while their families remain at home in the United States.  The Chief of Staff indicated he would potentially examine all current locations where US forces are based overseas to determine the applicability of the six-month rotation scheme in Korea. 

Gen. Schoomaker commented that unit rotation has the potential to reduce personnel turbulence while enhancing readiness.
The ROK-US Alliance is founded in trust, close working relationships, and the ability to change over time, as conditions warrant.  Our two militaries will continue to closely consult on all actions that affect the security of the Republic of Korea.  
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