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Reunion tours give soldiers the opportunity to see family members

By:  Spc. Lynnette M. Jefferson


A reunion tour offered in Korea enables soldiers to bring their family members here for a visit at a discounted rate.


The Korea Travel Bureau (KTB) in cooperation with the Korea National Tourism Organization sponsors the tour.  The tour is offered in April, May, September and October. Family members have the opportunity to visit Panmunjom, Changdok Palace, Kyongju and Korean Folk Village.


For 2nd Lt. Deana M. DelPorto, officer-in-charge of operations/1st platoon leader, 552nd Signal Company, the tour gave her the opportunity to visit her mother and aunt.


“The reunion tour was the first time I had seen my family in nine-and-a-half months. There isn’t quite a word to describe how excited I was to see my mom. I had been waiting almost 10 months for a big hug,” said DelPorto. “I enjoyed the opportunity to show my family the country and people that I had been living and working with for the past year. Through my time in Korea, I have developed a deep appreciation for the people and the country. I do not think I could have relayed this to my family if I had not had the opportunity to bring them over here.”


Kyongju City was DelPorto’s favorite part of the tour. “I had not been south of Seoul yet, so the reunion tour gave me the opportunity to see the ‘museum without walls.’ It was a beautiful city and I learned a lot. I can’t go without mentioning the amazing food. It was delicious,” DelPorto said.


Not only was DelPorto’s family able to experience the Korean culture, they were also able to visit Hong Kong.


“The first week my family was in Korea, we went to Hong Kong, which was my first time out of Korea since December 2001. We used the option with the reunion tour to have them come over early,” said DelPorto.


DelPorto’s mother also got to see where her daughter worked and lived. “The last weekend after the reunion ended, I brought my mom up to Camp Red Cloud to show her where I work, my company and the surrounding city of Uijongbu,” said DelPorto.

DelPorto’s mother, Beverly DelPorto was just as impressed with the tour as her daughter. “Korea was a wonderful experience...very interesting seeing how other cultures live day to day. Spending two weeks with Deana was priceless,” she said. “The meals were very good. It was especially nice to have the wide array to choose from and try for the first time, very good experience.”

 
DelPorto’s mother’s favorite part of the tour was the Demilitarized Zone. But, she also enjoyed the temples, which to her were a lot of fun and very educational.  She also says that their bus guide was the best. In addition, she and her sister were able to experience the markets in Seoul.  “A once-in-a-life-time, I will never forget this experience,” she said.
Jerry R. Hurst, U.S. Army Major, retired, and his wife, Melba S. Hurst, had the opportunity to visit their son, Sgt. Stephen Hurst, training non-commissioned officer, 532nd Military Intelligence Battalion.  

"We had a great time. The support was first class. We were amazed how much Seoul had grown since we left Korea which was over 25 years ago," said Hurst. "We enjoyed all aspects of the tour. We really had a great time seeing how Korea has grown. The small villages that we remembered from our previous tour are major metropolitan cities. My wife thoroughly enjoys shopping at the various markets," he said.



Hurst says it was great to see his son. "We had plenty of time to visit with him as part of the tour. 

We were able to spend five additional days with him at Camp Humphreys," Hurst said.


As for the hotels, Hurst says they were outstanding.  He feels that everything went extremely well 

and was completely satisfied.  In addition, he commented on the meals, saying they were excellent.  "We 

enjoyed the variety, particularly the Korean dishes," he said.


The favorite part of the tour for Hurst was the DMZ.  He also enjoyed the Korean War Memorial Museum, a tour he and his family did on their own.


"One of the places we visited after the tour was the Korean War Memorial Museum.  We spent two full days touring the museum,” Hurst said. "It tells a wonderful story and I think every military person and their family would enjoy seeing the museum. It is one of the best museums we have ever visited; probably the best, up-to-date technology presentations."

Sgt. Hurst says he enjoyed being able to take the time to tour Korea with his family. “I spent the entire tour with my parents. You know far enough in advance to request leave, so you can spend time with 

your family,” he said. “My parents spent an additional week in country. It was interesting to travel around the area and see what changes have happened.  We took time to visit other museums in Seoul.  But mostly I just relaxed and enjoyed my time off.” 

 “It was good to have my family come to Korea, especially my father who was stationed at Zoeckler Station 26 years ago.  It was interesting to see what was here when he was here.  He was amazed at all the new things at Camp Humphreys,” said Sgt. Hurst. 


The cost of the reunion tour varies upon flight origin and return.  Prices for the year 2003 have not yet been determined. Soldiers can also attend the guided tour with family members for a pre-determined fee.


Family members have the option of purchasing a discounted air ticket, hotel accommodations/tour or both.  In addition, family members have the option of coming to Korea early or staying after the tour, if they pay hotel accommodations. 


The packages include round-trip economy-class air transportation and deluxe-class hotel accommodations. All regular meals are included. In addition, bus transportation to tour locations and admission fees are included. Three and five-day packages are available.  For year 2002, packages ranged between $680 and $1290.


Applications from family members are accepted on a first-received, first-reserved basis. They also require a sponsor’s signature. All applications can be submitted via fax, priority/first class mail, or in person at the reunion office.  Applications can be faxed to DSN 723-4684. The reunion office is located next to the Moyer Community Center, by the Yongsan Bus Terminal.


For additional information on family reunion tours, contact the Reunion Desk at DSN 723-3474 (011-82-2-7913-3474 stateside) or the Reunion Coordinator, Mr. George Kim at DSN 723-6085 (011-82-2-7913-6085 stateside).  Interested individuals can also inquire by email at kimg@usfk.korea.army.mil or reunion@ktbinc.co.kr.  For more information on the web, go to USFK’s website, http://www.korea.army.mil/pao/cr/cr.htm
30

