2-9 INF soldiers march 25 miles through the night

By Pfc. Nicole Robus 


With the sun setting in the behind them, puffs of condensation leave the mouths of soldiers as they strap on their rucksacks and step off on the Manchu Mile. 



The Manchus of 2nd Battalion, 9th Infantry Regiment and their supporting units took part in their semiannual 25-mile overnight road march through the hills of Korea Nov 14-15.  

The Manchu Mile commemorates the 85-mile march the U.S. Army 9th Infantry Regiment completed on July 13, 1900 from Taku Bar, China to Tientsin, China for their assault on Tientsin during the Boxer Rebellion. 


“The Manchu Mile is a mission the battalion completes not for ourselves but to honor the veterans of the Regiment and their warfighting legacy,” said Maj. Troy Busby, battalion executive officer of the 2nd Bn., 9th Inf. Manchus.  “The Manchu Mile and the Liscum Bowl Ceremony are great morale and teambuilding events that help us recall the sacrifices of our Manchu brothers throughout our nation's history dating back to the activation of the Regiment in 1799.”    

In 1900, the Regiment deployed to China as the Boxer Rebellion threatened American lives and interests. Within a month of its arrival, the 9th Infantry Regiment found itself in combat in Manchuria. 

As a result of the actions in Manchuria, the 9th Infantry Regiment earned its nickname as the “Manchu Regiment.” 

“It’s important to be out here with my battalion. We are not only infantrymen, but members of an honored regiment,” said Lt. Col. David Blain, commander of the 2nd Bn., 9th Inf.

Each soldier had their reason why they wanted to complete the march.

“I did this for my fellow soldiers who went before me. But most importantly I did this for my wife and my family. I did this to make them proud of me,” said Cpl. Jason Dent, Headquarters and Headquarters Company, personnel administration clerk. “My family has a great respect for what I do.”

With many soldiers there was a point where they felt like giving up, a point where they considered jumping into a vehicle to ride back to the battalion area on Camp Casey. 

“At mile 16, I had lost all motivation. I was tired and was in pain, but everyone was in pain. I wouldn’t have made it if it weren’t for my team leader and my fellow soldiers. They gave me the motivation I needed to finish and get my belt buckle,” said Pvt. James Green, A Company, Infantryman. 

Those Manchus who complete the 25-mile march are awarded the Manchu Buckle.  General Order Number 5, dated 25 June 1926 authorizes the wearing of the buckle in uniform for those soldiers who have made the march.  

The Manchu belt buckle bears imperial five-toed dragon facing to the wearer’s right encircling a disk bearing the numeral 9 with the motto “Keep up the Fire” surrounding the edge of the disk.

The motto the regiment uses today refers to the last order and the dying words of regimental commander, Col. Emerson Liscum, during the 9th Infantry’s assault on Tientsin.

“Being able to complete the march made me filled with pride. I was in disbelief as I stood in the final formation and was awarded my belt buckle. I didn’t think I would make it this far, but I did,” said Dent. “As I was marching, I kept telling myself that I can’t and won’t fail.”

I didn’t fail! I am a Manchu Warrior!” 

It was a tough eight-hour road march that most, although not all, who started finished.  A great deal of training, planning and coordination went in to the execution of both events, said Busby. 

“The entire battalion and its task force support elements are proud to be a part of the Manchu Regiment and train to uphold the honor of the Regiment.  Mental and physical toughness are key infantry values that our unit trains to sustain and cultivate.  The Manchu Mile is an event that helps us do that while at the same time helping us to remember those who have served and fought the nation's wars over time.  It sharpens us in our mission to be on point for the nation,” said Busby.

