U.S. Soldiers Host Party for Orphans
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The Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 8th Military Police Brigade, together with the Family Readiness Group, hosted a Christmas party for the Hye Sim Won orphanage Saturday.

Twenty-eight children from the orphanage, located in Seoul, and about 15 American children were treated to an afternoon filled with fun, food, games and Christmas festivities at the Seoul American Middle School the afternoon of December 14th. 

Upon their arrival at the middle school, the children were treated to hamburgers, hotdogs, chips, cookies and drinks.  They were able to decorate their cookies, paint their faces and participate in a bean-bag toss competition.  The children were also able to make snowflakes and little reindeers as well as pin the nose on the snowman. 

Some of the orphans neither understood nor spoke English, but as soon as the festivities started, all language barriers were broken, all pent up emotions were discarded and bonds of friendship were built between the orphans, the U. S. soldiers, and the soldiers’ children.

According to Capt. Richard L. Geren, HHC, 8th MP Bde. commander, this event was aimed at “exposing these Korean children to American culture, promoting friendship and providing an opportunity for the orphans to enjoy a great Christmas holiday and gift-giving.”  “It was also aimed at giving the orphans an opportunity to interact with soldiers and have fun outside of their orphanage homes,” he added.  

Over the past three years, the 8th MP Bde. has sponsored the Hye Sim Won orphanage.  Past events have included a winter clothes drive, spring picnic, bowling parties, a Halloween party and Christmas parties.  This Christmas party was just another way for service members stationed in Korea to give something back to the community.  

Prior to the Christmas party, HHC soldiers were able to adopt an orphan to whom they would present a gift by selecting one from the list of those who attended the party. Every child was adopted and some were adopted by several different soldiers.  

After all the games and competition were over, it was time for the eagerly awaited moment – opening of the Christmas gifts.  The children were presented their gifts by Santa clause and also had an opportunity to take pictures, sitting on Santa’s laps. 

Pang Ae Young, Hye Sim Won Orphanage manager, pointed out that the event was a great opportunity for the children to meet people from a different culture and to realize that service members remember and care about them.  “The children had so much fun at the Christmas party.  The most enjoyable part of it was the fact that they received so many gifts,” said Pang.  “Some of them went home with three to four gifts,” she added.

HHC soldiers then bought gifts for the children that they adopted.  “Rim Hye-ok, the owner of the orphanage, is very grateful for the support that we have received from the soldiers of the Headquarters and Headquarters Company,” said Pang. 

Yoo Young Hwan, 11, really enjoyed himself at the event.  “I received a soccer ball and a soccer T-shirt,” he said.  I enjoyed the food and cookies and I want to say thank you to the Americans who gave them to us.”

“The event allowed service members the opportunity to bond with the local community.  No matter how busy a unit might be, it is very important to take time out for community relations,” said Geren.  “We hope that an event such as this will have a long term positive impact on these children and foster good community relations between U. S. service members and the Korean community,” he added.
For service members away from home, these types of events help chase away some of the holiday blues while sharing some of the happiness the season brings and doing something good for the community.  “I had a great time just talking and interacting with the children,” said Pfc. Donald Ellson, 8th MP Bde. assistant analyst.  “The best part of the event was just watching the smiles on the children’s faces as they opened their gifts.”  

Jang Eun Jung, 16, enjoys spending time with service members.  “I was able to get a picture of Santa clause presenting me with a Christmas gift,” he said.  “I’m going to put the picture on my wall.”   

When all the children had finished opening up their gifts, they thanked the U.S. soldier by singing Christmas carols which brought smiles to the faces of the American soldiers. 

Judging from all of the smiles and laughter, it was difficult to determine who the benefactors of this event were, the children or the soldiers.  But either way, there was enough Christmas festivities and enjoyment for everyone. 
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