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8th Army Press Release 3-20021206

Koreans serving in the U.S. Army

By Spc. Lynnette M. Jefferson


While in the fifth grade, Sgt. Choi Jae Y. saw a black and white photograph from the Korean War that made such an impression that it became the driving force that caused her to join the U.S. Army as an adult.


Choi, an executive administrative assistant to the 8th Army command sergeant major, said the photograph contained a picture of two young American soldiers passing out food to starving Korean children covered in dirt.

“That picture touched me deeply and the vision of soldiers being heroes was embedded in my heart,” Choi said. “I wanted to wear BDUs and be called a soldier… and a hero as well.” 

After seeing soldiers from her neighborhood return from the Gulf War when she was 14-years-old, Choi once again wanted to pursue her dream of becoming a U.S. soldier.

“During the Gulf War, my neighborhood had a welcome back parade for the soldiers. The envious look on the parade observers’ faces and the pride I sensed in the soldiers were enough for me to pursue my childhood dreams,” she said. “ I’d do it all over again in a heartbeat.”

Choi enlisted in the Army during February 1999.  She has been stationed in Korea since January 2000. The 25-year-old NCO says that she will be obtaining her U.S. citizenship in February.

Next fall, Choi also says that she wants to apply to Officer Candidate School.          

Even as a kid, I played with GI Joes instead of Barbie dolls. I would always play war games as a kid instead of other girlish games. I was always the general and the boss,” she said. “It was a childhood dream of mine.”


Another soldier, Pfc. Kim, Young Min, an enlisted assignments clerk with 8th Personnel Command, also decided to enlist in the U.S. Army to obtain U.S. citizenship. 


“I learned I could earn my citizenship faster than trying as a civilian,” he said.  

“ I was thinking about it…and made my choice to enlist,” said Kim.  He then met with a recruiter here in Korea and enlisted for four years.  

Already in the Army for 19 months, Korea is Kim’s first duty station.  Because it is his homeland, he has already decided to extend and will remain in Korea for two years.

While in the Army, Kim wants to work on getting a college degree. “I want to finish college and get a degree in business. I am taking classes and am trying to finish my 

Associate’s degree,” he said.


Spc. Oh, Jin Soo, a driver with the 8th Military Police Brigade, also joined the U.S. Army to gain job-related training. “I wanted to get some experience for a police job,” he said.  “Someday, I want to work for the FBI.” 

 
Oh says he joined the U.S. Army because he wants to gain leadership experience from the Army.  “Also, I want to travel around the world,” he said.


Born in Seoul, Oh obtained his U.S. citizenship during 1999.  Oh joined the U.S. Army in May 2000 and his tour in Korea began February 2002.

Choi pointed out that there are different reasons for different people to join the U.S. military. Some join as a steppingstone for obtaining their U.S. citizenship, while others simply desire the military lifestyle, or want to get their college degree.  

“As the command sergeant major’s executive administrative assistant, I attend all of the Honor Guard ceremonies,” Choi said. Every time the Army Song is played, from the lowest ranking private to the general officers, they all begin tapping their feet and singing along with proud smiles on their faces. It was then I realized, despite the various reasons behind every enlistment, we’re all soldiers. That already makes us heroes.”
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