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2ID KATUSA Warriors honored for achievments

By 2nd Infantry Division Public Affairs Journalist Pfc. Kwak, Young Hwan

CAMP RED CLOUD, Republic of Korea – Since the Korean War, soldiers serving as Korean Augmentation to the United States Army have stood side-by-side with their American counterparts defending Freedom’s Frontier, many distinguishing themselves for excellence in their soldier duties.

Nearly 200 KATUSA soldiers were recognized as the best in the 2nd Infantry Division during the KATUSA of the Year ceremony at the Camp Red Cloud Theater Dec. 5.

Sgt. Kim, Tae Kyung of C Company, 1st Battalion, 506th Infantry Regiment, was one of 189 KATUSAs recognized for his achievements throughout the year.  Kim earned the Expert Infantryman Badge, the Air Assault Qualification Badge and completed the Primary Leadership Development Course.

 “I voluntarily applied to become an infantryman.  Throughout my life, as in the Army, I’ve tried my best to show excellence as a KATUSA. The badges and achievements I earned are only by-products of my trying to do the best,” Kim said.  

Kim said these achievements have helped him overcome the international barriers with his fellow U.S. soldiers.  

“As a Senior KATUSA I want to spend my remaining five months in the Army helping my fellow KATUSAs to achieve as much as possible while they are in here too,” he said.

The KATUSA program began in 1950, through an informal agreement between the Honorable Syngman Rhee, president of the Republic of Korea and Gen. Douglas MacArthur, commander of the United Nations forces in Korea. Several thousand KATUSAs reinforced the under strengthed U.S. units at the onset of the war. By the end of the Korean War, approximately 27,000 KATUSA soldiers were serving with U.S. forces.

Today in the Warrior Division, there are approximately 1,400 KATUSAs, serving in every military occupational specialty. Many U.S. soldiers experience Korean culture from their KATUSA counterparts. The KATUSA program continues to represent the ROK/US cooperation and commitment to deter war on the Korean peninsula.

In addition to being recognized in front of their peers, each soldier received a Best KATUSA of the Year Certificate of Achievement from Maj. Gen. John R. Wood, 2nd Inf. Div., commander. 

 “We see excellent KATUSAs at every field exercise.  Even though we only have a few of them present in this theater today, I am very proud of all the KATUSAs throughout the 2nd Infantry Division,” Wood said.  

The awarded KATUSAs were selected for their outstanding performance in one of the five different categories: earning special skill badges, PLDC honor graduates, excellent performance on Soldier of the Month and NCO of the month boards, excellence in physical fitness and exemplary service as a KATUSA.  

“I thank all of the KATUSAs who have been awarded today for their hard work and for giving their best. I hope you all will become the cornerstone of this country,” said Lt. Col. Park, Baek Man, senior Republic of Korea Army staff officer.  The Division KATUSA Sergeant Major Park, Jung Gil and Command Sgt. Maj. James Lucero, 2nd Inf. Div. command sergeant major, also attended the ceremony.  

The number of KATUSAs receiving awards this year increased by more than 60 compared to last year’s results. Awards were presented to 127 KATUSAs who earned the Expert Infantryman Badge, Expert Field Medical Badge or Air Assault Qualification Badge. Twenty-four were PLDC graduates, 12 were honored for excellent performances on soldier boards and 19 were recognized as Physical Fitness Masters, scoring over 320 points on the Army Physical Fitness Test.  

In addition, seven soldiers were recognized for being “high-speed, hard-charging” KATUSAs, for their positive leadership contributions, and outstanding military bearing, attitude and discipline.   
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