U.S. and Korean forces participate in joint battle drills

Stories by Pvt. Scott Akanewich

Gateway

     One of the most important elements in the defense of South Korea is the teamwork that exists between the United States and Republic of Korea armies. This cooperation was the backdrop for the recent Gateway training exercise at Camp Casey.

     Gateway is a simulated battle drill in which U.S. and ROK artillery battalions work together to deliver counter-fire in the event of enemy attack.

     During Gateway, there are three different objectives, according to Sgt. 1st Class Jeff Johnson, Division Artillery Thunder, master gunner. They are to develop cohesiveness with the 3rd ROK Army, to transition into the Warpath exercise and to control an Army Training Evaluation Program with Multiple Launch Rocket Systems from the 1st Battalion, 38th Field Artillery, he said.

     “Our major mission is to provide counter-fire jointly with the ROK Army,” said Johnson.

     The importance of working jointly with the ROK Army was pointed out by Sgt. Maj. Dwayne Beason, HHB DIVARTY Thunder, operations sergeant major.

     “We need that working relationship so we can better facilitate our command and control assets,” said Beason. “It’s to improve our counter-fire plan”.

     This sentiment was echoed by Sgt. 1st Class Juan Chapa, DIVARTY Thunder, battle non-commissioned officer.

     “It’s very important to be on the same sheet of music,” said Chapa. “Without it, everything would fall by the wayside.”

     According to Chapa, there is a bit of a language barrier when communicating with the ROK forces, however, the unit’s Korean Augmentations to the United States Army help smooth out any communication problems the two sides may encounter, he said.

     “The first few hours are difficult, but as time goes by, it gets easier to communicate,” said Chapa.

     The importance of good communication is further evident upon inspection of the process that goes into formulating a fire order.

     The Tactical Operations Center is divided into several different sections, each with a specific responsibility, said Johnson.

     First, the S-2, or military intelligence, section will receive information regarding enemy forces via FM radio, LAN line or computer. They will then take this information and decipher what weapons the enemy is using and where they are located.

     Next, the Target Production Cell will generate targets based on where the enemy is firing from. Sophisticated radar systems are used in which enemy artillery locations are revealed by the trajectory of the rounds as they pass up and then back down through a horizontal plane created by the radar. D. Co. of the 1st Bn., 38th FA is DIVARTY’s radar battalion. They, in conjunction with ROK radar, provide the TPC with the information they need to generate targets, said Johnson.

     Based on the information received and the targets generated, the operations officer will then make the decision on what to do next.

     If the order to fire is given, the next step is for the Fire Control Element to take over the proceedings. The FCE uses a system called the Automated Deep Operating Coordinating System. 

     “We track how many rounds have been fired and direct where the fire is going,” said Staff Sgt. Harry Guest, DIVARTY Thunder, fire control NCO.

     Guest spoke of the added assets the ROK units provide.

     “Having the ROKs with us enable us to have more firepower to direct at the enemy,” he said. “It improves battle-readiness and our ability to fight tonight.”

     What makes Gateway unique is that it is a field exercise in a realistic environment. The authentic setting makes a difference, said Guest.

     “It brings in all of the actual moving pieces,” he said. “When you get out of the classroom and into the field, it’s a reality check.”

     Also involved with the exercise were “slice” elements from the 44th Engineer Battalion and the 5th Battalion, 5th Air Defense Artillery. These elements are there to support DIVARTY’s counter-fire mission, said Johnson.

     Important to success is the partner training that goes on year-round between U.S. and ROK forces, said Lt. Col. Mark Johnson, DIVARTY Thunder, operations officer.

     “One thing that makes this a successful exercise is that all elements of Task Force Thunder do a lot of partner training throughout the year,” said Lt. Col. Johnson. “If we don’t understand how each other operates, it makes it that much harder to operate.”

     According to Sgt. 1st Class Johnson, though, the unsung heroes are the communications crew. 

     “DIVARTY commo guys are the ones who keep us talking and tie it all together, he said.

     Sgt. 1st Class Johnson then succinctly broke down what it takes for a successful artillery operation.

     “Shoot, move and communicate,” he said.

     A successful and efficient Gateway exercise gives DIVARTY and its ROK allies the ability to do exactly that.

Warpath


U.S. and Republic of Korea Army forces strengthened their coalition warfighting capabilities during the Warpath Command Post Exercise at Camp Casey.

     The exercise, in which an artillery offensive is simulated against an imaginary enemy, places the coalition forces in a realistic setting that goes a long way toward being ready to fight tonight.

     “We have completely integrated our coalition forces for this simulation,” said Maj. Jim Hevel, Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 2nd Infantry Division, chief of  operations. “We use simulation a lot, but it’s the first time with the coalition.”

     According to Hevel, working with the ROK battalions is an important element in achieving the mission objective, which is the defense of South Korea against an enemy artillery attack.

     “We have to learn how each other fights and employ our command and control with theirs,” he said. “”We’re fighting in their battle space, so it’s up to us to learn how they do things.”

     Maj. Vernon Leitner, 2nd Military Police Company, deputy provost marshal, also recognized the importance of cohesiveness with the ROK army.

     “It’s one team, one fight,” said Leitner. “It’s important that we fight as a division. This exercise is perfect for that.” 

     The objectives of Warpath are broken down into two phases. The first phase is to help Division Artillery to do a training evaluation of a counter-fire exercise while practicing a wartime simulation. The second phase is designed as a war game in which a scenario is played out on computers in order to train leadership in battle situations.

      New technology plays an important role in training exercises such as Warpath, said Lt. Col. Russell Horton, HHC 2nd Inf. Div., division intelligence.

     “The biggest advantage we have is the new technology to enhance the commander’s vision of the battlefield,” said Horton.

     Also, creating an authentic battlefield simulation is critical.

     “It has to seem like a real situation to be successful,” said Horton. “The design of the exercise is essential.”

     Warpath uses what’s known as a Maneuver Control System to display the positions of friendly and enemy troops. This enables fire to be successfully directed at the enemy without endangering friendly troops, said Horton.

     The relationship with the ROK Army continued to be a theme for Horton, as well.

     “It’s critical to work together,” he said. “To provide a picture for the commander, we need to have a great relationship.”

     Horton credited the Korean Augmentations to the United States Army for helping smooth out any communication barriers that might hinder a smooth working relationship between the counterparts.

     “The KATUSAs do a great job,” he said.

     Intelligence along with clear communication between both sides is ultimately the most important element for an exercise such as Warpath to be a success, said Horton.

     “We try to predict what the enemy is doing and present information to the commander to make a decision,” he said. 

