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Front Cover: Smoke billows from the newly fielded M777 lightweight 155-mm 
towed howitzer as the first USMC FA Cannoneers fire the howitzer during military 
occupational specialty (MOS) training on 23 March 2005 . The system began fielding 
to the Marines in May and eventually will replace the aging M198 155-mm towed 
howitzer in the Army and Marine Corps. (Photo by Fred W. Baker III)  
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of the Vermilion Parish. The 
battalion also had our LRSD 
[long-range surveillance detach-
ment] from 313th MI [Military 
Intelligence] and engineers from 
the 307th Engineers as part of its 
task force. 

The Div Arty also integrated 
into the EOC in Abbeville, Loui-
siana, to assist in the command 
and control of the numerous 
relief organizations pouring into 
the devastated area.

The Div Arty and the 2-319 
AFAR battalion staffs coordi-
nated and conducted countless 
over-flights of the destroyed par-
ish with local, state and federal 
officials to assess all key facili-
ties and infrastructure.

In addition to these missions, 
the Paratroopers from the 1st 
and 2nd Battalions of the 319 
AFAR continued to display their respect 
and honor for their fellow American 
citizens by helping more than 195 el-
derly Americans move back from Baton 
Rouge to their assisted-living homes in 
Lafayette.

As a testament to the success of their 
efforts, the local high school in Vermil-
ion Parish officially adopted 2-319 and 
honored the Paratroopers by having 
350 T-shirts made on their behalf and 
treating them to home-cooked meals of 
jambalaya and gumbo daily.

Hurricane Rita Relief Operations in 
Cameron Parish. Simultaneous with 
their operations in the Vermilion Par-
ish, I launched 2-319 via UH-60s, with 
two hours’ notice on 26 September to 
the most southwestern Louisiana par-
ish of Cameron. With 950 square miles 
flooded, the parish was hit the hardest 
by Hurricane Rita in Louisiana.

The Paratroopers immediately began 
clearing debris from primary roads, 
coordinating over-flights for key civilian 
leaders and assisting USDA [US Depart-
ment of Agriculture] representatives and 
local farmers in delivering water and 
hay to more than 3,000 head of cattle 
stranded in what was once fields and 
marshland.

At the completion of this mission, 2-
319 AFAR had delivered more than 20 
tons of hay, 25 water troughs and 10,000 
gallons of fresh water to the area’s cattle, 
the primary source of livelihood for 
the hardworking citizens of Cameron 
Parish.

Additionally, while two of the Div Arty’s 
Paratroopers were on a routine recon-
naissance mission, they happened upon a 
team of marine biologists who had been 
staying with a stranded dolphin for more 
than 48 hours. The Paratroopers helped 
this team by coordinating for a Coast 

Guard helicopter. They then waded 
chest deep into the flooded area 
where the dolphin was stranded, 
helped lift it into the helicopter and 
escorted it to the Gulf of Mexico 
where it was released to swim to 
freedom.

Effects-Based Operations (EBO). 
During all these relief efforts, the 
division FSE [fire support element] 
was the “center of gravity” of my 
division staff. No other element was 
so ideally suited for collating and 
sifting though the large amounts 
of information gathered by our 
subordinate elements and the DTAC 
[division tactical command post].

The FSE presented the informa-
tion in a fashion that facilitated 
senior-level decision making and 
developing and communicating a 
vision for future operations. Daily, 
I took the key nuggets of informa-

tion presented by the FSE to brief and 
inform the key civilian, military and 
political authorities. The senior leaders 
in FEMA, the JTF [Joint Task Force], 
and the New Orleans and Louisiana 
Governments relied heavily on the in-
formation provided by Major [Daryl L.] 
Fullerton and Master Sergeant [Philip 
P.] Serrano [division FSE] to make the 
best possible decisions for the people 
of New Orleans.

As all of you can see, it was a terrific 
performance by Vic and his crew! Not 
surprisingly, the Div Arty continues to 
perform above and beyond expectations 
at all levels.

I could not have picked a better team 
to transform into the Army’s newest Air-
borne Brigade Combat Team next year, 
the modular 82nd Airborne Division’s 
4th BCT. All the Way!

Bill [MG William B. Caldwell IV]
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New Orleans resident Alexcener Reaux, 74, thanks SSG 
Samuel H. Zoker for his help outside her home in Algiers, 
Louisiana, 17 September. Zoker is with A/2-319 AFAR.    

On 16 October 2005, the 4th Bat
tlefield Coordination Detachment 
(BCD) was activated at Shaw AFB, 
South Carolina. The commander is 
Colonel Glenn Harp; his Sergeant 
Major is Michael Pinkney. A BCD 
is the senior Army liaison element 
in the theater air-ground operations 
system representing the ground or 
land component commander to the air 
component commander, normally the 
Air Force. The 4th BCD will support 
Central Command (CENTCOM) in 

coordination with the Ninth Air Force.
The 4th BCD joins four other BCDs 

throughout the world. The 1st BCD at 
Fort Bragg, North Carolina, is a contin-
gency BCD and supports CENTCOM, 
Northern Command (NORTHCOM) and 
Southern Command (SOUTHCOM). It 
is forward deployed in the CENTCOM 
area of operations. The 3rd BCD sup-
ports ground component forces in Korea 
and coordinates with the Seventh Air 
Force at Osan Air Base. The 19th BCD 
is at Ramstein AFB, Germany, and sup-

ports US Army Europe (USAEUR), 
coordinating with the 32nd Air Op-
erations Group. The 2nd BCD is an 
Army Reserve unit at Hurlburt Field, 
Florida, that supports US Army and 
US Air Force Pacific at Hickam AFB, 
Hawaii.

The 4th BCD at Shaw AFB is ex-
pected to be fully operational by the 
beginning of FY07.

COL Jeffrey W. Yaeger, Director
Joint and Combined Integration 

Directorate (JACI), Fort Sill, OK

Battlefield Coordination Detachment Activated
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