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Signal year board selects best of the best

Special to the Morning Calm
1st Signal Brigade Public Affairs

Non commissioned officers, Soldiers and
Korean Augmentation to the U.S. Army waited
anxiously in a corner office for the final leg of
their four day journey to be complete — the
board for the 1st Signal Brigade NCO, Soldier
and KATUSA of the Year competition May 13.
Some chose to spend the time rehearsing their
chain of command and study board questions,
while others made idle conversation with each
other.

Later that day, their anticipation mounted
as they were gathered together directly after
the last person completed the board for the
announcement of the winners.

Command Sgt. Maj. Rudolph Johns, Ist
Signal Bde. command sergeant major, made
sure to inform the competitors that they were
all winners before announcing his verdict.

Staff Sgt. James Becker, with 293rd Signal
Company, 36th Signal Battalion, was named
the NCO of the Year, Pfc. Michael Clark, with
169th Signal Co., 36th Signal Bn., was named
the Soldier of the Year and Cpl. Sei Hoon Kim,
with 501st Signal Co., 36th Signal Bn. was
named the KATUSA of the Year.

“The purpose of the brigade year board is
to find the best of the best within the brigade,”
said Sgt. 1st Class Carl Biski, noncommissioned
officer-in-charge of the NCO, Soldier and
KATUSA year competition. “The competition
is not just a board. It is an overall competition;
we get the total concept Soldier. It weeds out
Soldiers that are only great in one area. You
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Staff Sgt. James Becker, 293rd Signal Company, 36th Signal Battalion, Pfc. Michael Clark, 169th Signal Co., 36th Signal Bn., Command Sgt. Maj.
Rudolph Johns, 1st Signal Brigade command sergeant major and Cpl. Sei Hoon Kim, 501st Signal Co., 36th Signal Bn., pose after winning the non
commissioned officer, Soldier and Korean Augmentation to the U.S. Army of the Year board. — U.S. Army Photo

don’t have to be great in every area. You just
have to be good.”

Each bartalion holds its own unit board
and the winners for the boards are sent to the
brigade quarter boards.

“Once we have winners for all four quarter
boards, we have a brigade year board,” said
Biski.

The competition was broken down into
different tasks. Soldiers had to do a physical
fitness test, written test, day and night urban
orienteering, an 8.5 mile forced road march,

weapons qualification, a mystery task, react to
a nuclear, biological and chemical attack and a
board.

“I'mirror this [competition] to NETCOM’s
so that the Soldier will be better prepared to go
to the NETCOM ([board] and be competitive,”
said Biski.

To make the competition impartial, each
task is graded on a 50 point scale.

“The reason why, for example, is if one
Soldier scores a 312 and another, a 120 on the
pt test, there is not a big difference in scores. It

is easier to catch up with a 50 point scale,” said
Biski.

Biski said he would like to see more Soldiers
take the opportunity to attend these boards.

“I think more Soldiers should go to their
battalion boards and come do the quarter
boards. It will make them a better Soldier and
give them more face time with their senior
leaders,” he said.

“The NCO and Soldier winners will go
to NETCOM Soldier of the Year Board to
represent Ist Signal Brigade.



